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Authority Control

General

How are authority files loaded and managed in Alma?

Authority files such as LC Names and Subjects, MeSH (Medical Subject Headings), the GND (German) and BARE
(Norwegian) Authority files are loaded into Alma's Community Zone (CZ).

Ex Libris keeps these authority files up to date based on changes distributed by the authorizing agency. Any institution may
use these records to authorize headings in their local bibliographic records. Institutions that use unaltered authority files will
be able to use this and no longer manage local authorities. This significantly lowers the barrier to authority control, by

allowing institutions who do not make significant changes to external authority files to avoid managing any local authorities.

When Ex Libris loads a file of authority records, the system will analyze the file for changes to individual headings. When it
identifies changed headings, it will automatically make those changes to the bibliographic headings that are linked to those
authorities. Staff may view a report of records affected by these headings change processes. Due to internal Alma
processes, typically it takes about 1-2 days until the updates to bib record take place.

In certain predefined cases, the system will identify headings that require further analysis. For example, when a heading
splits into two or more headings, the affected bibliographic headings will appear on the Authority Control Task List. Staff
may then decide which of the new headings apply to each resource. In this way, most of the process is automated, with
only a small set of exceptions requiring staff intervention.

Staff users may search the Community Zone for authority records. Clicking on the relevant hyper-text link in the heading
display will switch the search from the authority record in the Community Zone to the linked bibliographic records in the
local institution.

Heading Usage ~
Names (3)
Subjects (2)

{ Authorities (1-30f3) Benson,EF #

#institution ¢ Communi ity
Vocabulary v

BARE (1)
GND (1)
LCNAMES (1)

1-30f3 Bpotr g

1 Benson,EF. Search bibliographic records matching this value:

2 Benson EF. ‘Search bibliographic records matching this value

3 E.F. Benson Society Search bibliographic records matching this value
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2 Paying guests E.F. Benson ; new introduction by Stephen Pile.

Book {Book - Physical} By Benson, E. F. Language: English

(London Hogarth 1984.) ISBN: 0701219025 (pbk)
Subject: Fiction in English—1837-1900-Texts

Other details

3 Mapp and Lucia / E.F. Benson.
Book {Book - Physical} By Benson, E. F. Language: English
(London : Heinemann 1967) ISBN: 0434065005 -
Subject: Fiction in English—-1837-1900-Texts
® Physical (1) Other details

4 Mrs Ames / E.F. Benson.

] Book {Book - Physical} By Benson, E. F. Language: English

(London : Bloomsbury 2010.) ISBN: 9781408808580
Subject: Middle class—Fiction. Middle class (pbk.) : and others

women-Fiction. Married people—Fiction

P Bt

Record number: (Uk)

What global shared authority files are supported in Aima?

See this link for an updated list: Working with Authority Records
Alma provides sets of authority files that are updated and maintained regularly by Ex Libris in the Community Zone.

Any institution may use these records to authorize headings in their local bibliographic records. Institutions that use
unaltered authority files will be able to use this and no longer manage local authorities. This significantly lowers the barrier
to authority control, by allowing institutions who do not make significant changes to external authority files to avoid
managing any local authorities.

For Community Zone authorities, Ex Libris will keep the authority file up to date with the most recent changes from the
authorizing agency. When Ex Libris loads a file of authority records, the system will analyze for changes to individual
headings. When it identifies changed headings, it will automatically make those changes to the bibliographic headings that
are linked to those authorities.

Can Alma incorporate new authority data structures for example FAST?

Alma provides sets of authority files (including OCLC FAST) that are updated and maintained regularly by Ex Libris in the
Community Zone. Searching the CZ with the pre-filter of Authorities shows the following facets on the results page:
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Vocabulary
BARE (304)
CSH (1)
EMBNE (1686)

FRBNF (290)
FRBNF (11)
GND (3498)
JURIVOC (3)
LACNAF (265)
LCNAMES (2588)
LCSH (1931)
MESH (348)
NLI (2546)
RAMEAU (147)
RAMEAU (147)
REO (6)

See this link for an updated list: Working with Authority Records

How does Alma notify updates of global shared authority records?

Alma runs the following jobs automatically every day to authorize the bibliographic records in your catalog:

« Authorities - Link BIB Headings — This job searches all authority (and local authority, if enabled by Ex Libris Support)
record fields, including subdivision fields, for complete terms listed in bibliographic records (giving priority to local
authorities, if enabled). If exact matches are found, the bibliographic records are linked to the corresponding authority
records. If exact matches are not found, the subdivision fields are disregarded, a search of all authority records is
performed once again, and the bibliographic records are linked to the matching authority records that are located
during the second search.

» Authorities - Preferred Term Correction — This job performs preferred term correction on all bibliographic records
that are linked to authority records using the Authorities - Link BIB Headings job. For example, if a bibliographic
record contains the non-preferred term “Narcotics, Control of,” and the associated authority record contains the
preferred term “Drug control,” the Authorities — Preferred Term Correction job replaces “Narcotics, Control of” with the
preferred term “Drug control.” Note that bibliographic records are also updated with any subsequent updates to
authority records.

Staff may view a report of records affected by these headings change processes, as shown in the screenshot below:
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< Job Report

O Authorities - Link BIB Headings

Process ID 2895764090000121 Started on 05/23/2017 08:00
Completed Finished on 05/23/2017 08:25 Total run time 25 Minutes 34 Seconds
Successfully gy completed Successfully Status date 05/23/2017 08:25

Records processed 6 Records with exceptions 0

Counters
Number of
Bib-Heading(s) where
no appropriate
authorized term was
found

Number of
Bib-Heading(s) were
linked

Initial run ~ false

Number of
Bib-Heading(s) with

What options are available for authority control in bibliographic records?

Alma supports the ability to automatically control access points on predefined fields. This is composed of three stages:
entry, validation (identifying headings to control), and update.

For entering valid headings, Alma supports assisted text entry on controlled headings fields. Preferred terms are marked
with a star as shown in the figure below.

Headings from authority records LCNAMES

w Proust, Marcel, 1871-1922 View Select

lem | »

Proust, Marcel, 1871-1922. 1, 2e ptie. Du ciité de chez

Swann. Amour de Swann A |a recherche du temps View Select
perdu.
Proust, Marcel, 1871-1922. 1929 Oeuvres complétes _
View Select
de Marcel Proust.
# Proust, Marcel, 1871-1922. 1929 Works. View Select

i

As a staff member begins typing, AlIma suggests both authorized (linked to an authority record) and unauthorized (present
in another bibliographic record but no authority record) headings. Selecting an authorized heading will automatically link the
field to that authority heading. This supports the ability to quickly perform authority control for sophisticated vocabularies
that are represented in MARC authority records and whose headings may span multiple MARC subfields.

If the user selects a non-preferred term, the MD Editor will automatically populate the bibliographic record with the preferred
term.

In the illustration below, the 100 and 650 fields of a record open in the Alma MD Editor are linked to authority files — as
indicated by the field glasses icon to the left of the data entry:

084 $%$a 71.68 $$2 bel
a 100 1 $3a Ehrenreich, Barbara
2451 0 $8a Nickel and dimed : $8b on (nof) getting by in America / $8c Barbara Ehrenreich.

250 $%a 1sted.

260 $%a New York - $$b Metropolitan Books, $$c 2001.
1 300 $$2221p.; $$c22 cm

504 $$a Includes bibliographical references

5050 $8$a Getting ready -- Serving in Florida -- Scrubbing in Maine — Selling in Minnesota -- Evaluation.
586 $%a School Library Journal Best Adult Books for YA (2002); New York Times Book Review (2001)
as 650 0 $S%aMinimum wage $%z United States.
a» 650 0 $8%aMaxima and minima
A 650 0 $$a Working poor $$z United States_

Clicking on the field glasses opens the authority record for viewing, as illustrated:
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Working on -Nickel and dimed : o (992159160000121) , Created by cat (06/03/2012
10:33)

2451 0 $Sa Nickel and dimed : $Sb on (not) getting by in America /

Minimum wage United States

$Sc Barbara Ehrenreich. (98169788620000041)
250 $¢a 1sted.
260 $8a New York : $8b Metropolitan Books, $8c 2001. | R 00373nz##22200133n##4500
300 $8a221 p.; $6c22cm H 005 20080205080231.0
504 $8a Includes bibliographical references 008 080304|Fanannbabras st nRanaH#t
5050  $8a Getting ready — Serving in Florida - Scrubbing in Maine — oot 9B169768620000041
Selling in Minnesota - Evaluation 1o $$a sh2008107824
586 $$a School Library Journal Best Adult Books for YA (2002); 040 $%a DLC $8b eng §5c DLC

New York Ties Bcok Review (2001 150 $$a Minimum wage $$z United States

@ 650 |0 550 Minimum wage 52 United States e e
4 650 0 $$aMaximaand minima

& 650 0 $$aWorking poor $$z United States.

4 650 0 $8aUnskilled labor $6z United States.

The second tab of the displayed authority record displays a list of bibliographic records that have the same heading. This
gives the cataloger additional insight as to whether the heading is appropriate for the record being cataloged.

When editing a non-authority-controlled field of a bibliographic record (for example 260 $$a), it is possible to view and use
terms previously used, as illustrated:

260 0 %82 Ber - $3b Methuen by ara
300 (Berlin) (2)

440 4

o041 0 Berchem-Antwerpen, (3)
il Berg a.l.fZlrich - (1)

950

a50 Bergamo : (&)

955 o

For simpler controlled vocabularies (e.g. for fields such as the 310, or 041), Alma supports a lightweight mechanism for

defining a non-hierarchical local vocabulary. Out of the box vocabularies exist for standard fields; libraries may define their
own vocabularies for local fields.

310 $Sabiann
440 n Annual (Annual) B
[
# 7001 0 ' Annual gimegular) (Annual (imegulan)) ot
a 7102 0
950 Biannual {once every year) (Biannual (once every year))
950

Bimonthly (once every two months) (Bimonthly (once every two months)) e

When cataloging can different authority sources be accessed?

Alma is sensitive to the MARC 21 rules related to linked authority headings. For example from the field 650 2nd
the staff user will access LC Subject Headings; 650 2" indicator 2 will give access to MeSH headings:

indicator O

LCSH Headings

650

0 $%a cancer Create Authority Record
Headings from autharity records LCSH it
" Cancer Wiew Select |:|
# Cancer (Astrology) View Select
: Cancer borealis View Select
Cancer carcinus View Select
Currentaéz'l'tial'oﬂg"é'ra i;GeT'['UAO] befault Level, change to [00] Default '—E"B“ B T
Expand | Cancel
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MeSH Headings:

]

650 2 $3acancer] Create Authority Record
: =
Cancer View Select ﬂ
Cancer of the Intestines (Local) View Select
It, Cancer, Adrenal View Select
Cancer, Adrenal Cortex View Select

P T

Current cataloger level [00] Defauit Level, change 1o [00] Default Lei[ =]
Expand | Cancel

PR 1

Can bibliographic records be accessed from authority files?

A Bibliographic Records tab is available on the right side of the split screen, enabling you to view a list of local bibliographic
records that are linked to the selected authority record. When you click the View link for a result, Alma displays a full, read-
only bibliographic record.

File Edit Tools B0 EB B & =0

You e 7 wamingts) i your ~ . Authority(98162106840000041) E\:hugran\: R -
=100 g > >
Working en -Romeo and Juliet / b (991465390000121) , Created by import (09/16/2011 17:24), |1 Hamlet : opéra en cing actes /(991245380000121) E
Madified by OPR-RECALCULATION (05/22/2017 10:20) By Thomas, Ambroise, (Music Heuge!, Paris -, [18687])

035 88a (CSIRLIN)CTYGO0-B12409 - Subjects: Operas—Vocal scores with piano.
040 582 Uk 85c Uk §50 DLC 850 CSIRLIN $84 NN Other System Number: (CSIRLINIMAHSRC50015C, (CSIRLINJPAUGBSC1384

View
0820 4 $8282233$82 19 The plays of Willizm Shakespeare, in eight volumes - with the comections and

~

|

0% ssih ilusirafions of various commentators - to which are added notes by Sam._ Johnson
m 1001 582 Shakespeare, Wiliam, 86d 1564-1616. (991162800000121)
2401 0 $8a Romeo and Jutet By Shakespeare, Wiliam, (Book Printed for J and R Tonson H Woodfall J Rvington
e 2451 0 $$a Romeo and Juliet/ $6c by Wiliam Shakespeare ; a and § ofhers, London -, 1765)
programmeftext with commentary by Simon Trussler. il \‘/’Zw“ System Number: (0CoLC)22036663
Current Catsloger leval [00] Default Level, changs to [00) Default Lal| =l 3 Otelio - balet v 4-kh delstviTakn, 13- kartinakh I(991195170000121)

Bv Machavariani. A (Music Gos muz izd-vo . Moskva -. 1950}

How does Alma prevent duplication of authority data?

Authority records are managed globally in the Community Zone, and each authority file has its own unique vocabulary —
authority records are updated/delete/created based on the information provided by the authoritative source according to the
schedule defined by the authoritative source.

Matching of the authority record is based on the authoritative source ID, which prevents duplication of authority records
within the vocabulary.

Alma provides an authority control task list which reports all changes to authority records and identifies headings which do
not correspond to an authorized form:

Authority Control Task List

Review Al
i Dagt: 05/17/2017 - 05/24/201% | 1~
1-200f25 Qsearch Y Filter~ Actions ~ Dismiss Selected Dismiss All Expor
change ) .
B  Reportiype Tnge 3 MMsiD ¥ Title v Vocabulary Field BIB Heading
Preferred Term Zbimyk
Correction- BIB U fisk Istorychno-
1 orecton 05/19/2017  091203440000121 rena viosiskomy LCNAMES 830 S
heading found no pys'menstvi / filolohichnoho
authorized term viddilu; no. 58
Linking - BIB heading Phantom of the
2 foundno matching  05/19/2017 9141610700121 The phantom of the Opera/  LCSH 650 Opera (Fictitious
AUT headings character) Fiction

Sofuiz khudozhnikov SSSR

Linking - BIB heading pokazyvaet sobranie kartin
L vy iz Zacaicl,

Soitiz
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When an authority record is updated, does Alma update the heading in all
associated bibliographic records?

For Community Zone authorities, Ex Libris will keep the authority file up to date with the most recent changes from the
authorizing agency. When Ex Libris loads a file of authority records, the system will analyze for changes to individual
headings. When it identifies changed headings, it will automatically make those changes to the bibliographic headings that
are linked to those authorities. Staff may view a report of records affected by these headings change processes. In certain
predefined cases, the system will identify headings that require further analysis. For example, when a heading splits into
two or more headings, the affected bibliographic headings will appear on a task list. Staff may then decide which of the new
headings apply to each resource. In this way, most of the process is automated, with only a small set of exceptions
requiring staff intervention.

How granular is the level of searching and editing a heading?

The MD Editor allows the staff user to link to a suggested authority record quickly from an authority-controlled field
(100-199, 600, 610-619, 630, 700 710 730, 800, 810-819, 830, 440, 490, 648, 650,651, 654, 655, 748, 751, 754) in a
bibliographic record. It also enables the user to view a read-only version of a suggested authority record and view the
bibliographic records that are linked to this authority record.

In addition to the Name and Subject Headings authority support for the following bibliographic fields that are mapped to
authority headings, Alma provides mapping for the bibliographic 490$a and 440%$a (obsolete) and an F3 lookup for these
fields in the Alma MD Editor. The 490%a (and 440%a) lookup is pulled from the authority record 130$a and 430%a:

* 130 — Main Entry — Uniform Title
* 630 — Subject Added Entry — Uniform Title
» 730 — Added Entry — Uniform Title

» 830 — Series Added Entry — Uniform Title

UNIMARC authority records

Does Alma support UNIMARC authority records?

See under .../Metadata Management/UNIMARC

Local authority records

Does Alma support local authority records?

In addition to global authority files, Alma allows libraries to create and load local authorities. This includes authority records
for subject headings, titles and names. These local authorities can be used as overrides for authorization against the global
authority file—when validating, Alma will check first for local authorized headings before checking for global headings.

The library can create local authority records by:

+ Using the MD Editor
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» Using an import profile

The MD Editor can be used when a staff member wants to create a single local authority record. If Aima has been
configured for local authority records, such records can be imported using an authority import profile:

In general, the Authority option is selected for ongoing authority record updates; and the Initial Authority option is for a
library’s initial load of local authority records (when only loading and no normalization or matching is required).

< Import Profile Details

Choose Profile Type

New Order ‘Authority - Used for the ongoing updates of authority records. Existing authority records that are
matched with imported ones (according to the parameters configured in the import profile) will be
Update Inventory updated and new imported authority records will be added. (Available only if the authority usage policy
Repository is set to local by Ex Libris)
@ Authority
Initial Authority

Digital

Frofile Details
Profile name * | Ongoing Authority Load of Names

Profile description

Originating system * | Other - File name patterns
Import Protocol | Upload File/s - Crosswalk @ Yes No
Physical source format XML
Source format MARC21_BIBLIOGRAPHIC (not listed) - Target format MARC21 Authority
Status Active

Vocabulary code LCNAMES

A cataloger can create a single local authority record in the MD Editor:

LDR 00194nz##a2200085n&84500

008 160519)|jacinnaabni|[[{i{lallaal||}#d
0o 9867910900121

Qo5 20160519111509.0

100 1 $%a Jones, Tim A
400 1 $%a Jones, Tim Aye

The user can now create a bibliographic record that uses the local authority record/terms that they created.

Wiorking on -No Title (9984311100121)

10011 $%a Jones, Tim $5c $%d Create Authority Record
| espion o comiowes 3
¢ Jones, Tim View Select i|
o & Jones, Tim A View Select
Jones, Tim Aye (Local) View Select
Jones, Tim Byard- View Select .
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Can a new authority record be derived from a heading in a bibliographic record?

Alma provides a quick option for creating a local authority record with the relevant content.

The workflow is as follows:
+ In the MD Editor open a bibliographic record
+ Enter headings information in an appropriate field that you know does not exist in an authority record
» Press F3 to open the Authority Headings list appropriate for the field.

The field now displays with the addition of a Create Authority Record button.

Working on -No Title (9284311100121)

100 1 $%a Johnson, Johannes $5d
1967- $5c $5d

No matching headings found

Create Authonty Record

After clicking on 'Create Authority Record' a new authority record is created and displays in the MD Editor in the side-by-
side, split screen format.

Is it possible to define whether to overlay an existing authority record with a newly
imported record?

This can be done by specifying a specific match method in the 'import authority records' profile. If the condition of the match
method specified exists then the record will be overlaid. If the condition of the match method specified does not exist then
the record will not be overlaid.

New UX:
Profile Type Authority
Profile Details Mormalization & Validation Match Profile
Match Profile

I Match Method Il Q, Look-up or select -

153 (Classification Mumber) Match Method

001 To MMS_ID Match Method
001 To ORIGINATING_SYSTEM_ID Match Method

Can local authority records be globally updated?

Alma also provides support for making global changes to locally managed authorities. This capability is implemented using
drools-based rules similar to the Alma capability available for MARC 21 bibliographic normalization jobs.
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MARC21 Authority

Family MARC21 Type A
Usage AUTHORITY_MMS
Fields Normalization Processes Validation Processes Validation Exception Profile List
Active  Name Description
1 § Marc21 Authority normalize on save Normalize Marc 21 Authority while saving
2 J Marc21 Auth Re-sequence And Clear empty fields Marc21 Auth Re-sequence And Clear empty fields

What is the priority of authority display when both local and global authority records
are used?

There is no priority display of authority headings. When both local and global authority records are in use an authority look
up will list headings alphabetically. And example of this can be seen in the following screen capture:

1001 $%a Jones, Tim $%c $3d | Create Authonty Record
A
s Jones, Tim View Select |i|
o T Jones, Tim A (Local) View Select
Jones, Tim Aye (Local) View Select
Jones, Tim Byard- View Select | .

Expand Cancel

Multilingual Authorities

Does Alma support the concept of multilingual authorities?

Alma provides the capability for institutions to work with authority records that have preferred, non-preferred, and related
terms in more than one language. This has been implemented in the following manner:

+ The Multilingual parameter needs to be set to Yes for authority records. For local authority records, you need to specify

this parameter in the Metadata Configuration. For Community Zone managed authority records, this setting needs to
be configured by Ex Libris at the Community Zone level.

+ For MARC 21 records, the language code (such as lat, heb, ara, and so forth) for all preferred, non-preferred, and
related terms is entered in $9.

File Edit Tooks A ENEE ST
Wi harve 1 warming{s] in your receed - Dl sulo-soeed 3 17201055
Wrking on Test |nu||||irg-.|._1| (PERETZHTISZIET) , Created by exi_impl (02N E2016 06:564.07 POT)
LOR 001 T 2nam#aZ 0007 3500
0o 99257297 38300167 1
0os 2603150554070
oog 180315201 s o m i D00 Dmengetd
245 1 0 fa Test muySilingusl
100 -Im’ --------- _ -
650 T 1= david 12 ML 39 |t
BED T heb9f ML 2 mTat
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Clicking on the F3 button opens the related authority record filtered by the language entered in the $9 field in the bib record.

File Edit Taaoks IR |

o - Dl sk v 2t 17:01:55.

9100041}

03162016 05:54:07 PDT

(HAP57297393901671) , Created by exl_imgi {
:

cate Authority Record

J4E89100041)

View | Select
View | Select
View | Select

20111006112138.0

110706 |

naat| | |l d
1a Alroy, 1180k

18 EIRo' d 0. 1160{12 lat]
13 David Alroy, 3d 11 1160 39 lat

9
b David Alroy (fl. 1160) was 5|

View Select
View | Select
View Select
857-1950 View Select

View | Select
View | Selact
View | Select

EEE28ER
Soas2s838aa8
Sy

Cancel

If the language is not chosen, the authority record will display with all the language variants:

$%aMaimonides, Moses, $5d1135-1204559lat
$3a1in*n 121 non,$5d1138-120455%heb

S5agase oy guseS59ara
SSaMome Bew Marfmom, 55d1135-1204

In a multilingual authority record, the preferred term is duplicated for each language. Non-preferred terms are entered as
necessary for each language.

Multiple $9 Entries with Duplicated Terms for Each Language

* When a non-preferred term is used in a bibliographic record, Alma updates the bibliographic record using the preferred
term of the same language.

* When F3 is used (from the appropriate bibliographic fields) in the MD Editor to display a list of headings, the headings
list is displayed as follows:

o If there is a language code (specified in the MARC 21 $9 or the UNIMARC $7) in the bibliographic record, only the
headings that match the language are displayed.

o If there is no language code specified in the bibliographic record, all of the matching headings in all languages are
displayed. The language code in the authority/bibliographic headings records is ignored.

Total views:

11938

Ex Libris, Part of Clarivate 11



	Authority Control
	General
	How are authority files loaded and managed in Alma?
	What global shared authority files are supported in Alma?
	Can Alma  incorporate new authority data structures for example FAST?
	How does Alma notify updates of global shared authority records?
	What options are available for authority control in bibliographic records?
	When cataloging can different authority sources be accessed?
	Can bibliographic records be accessed from authority files?
	How does Alma prevent duplication of authority data?
	When an authority record is updated, does Alma update the heading in all associated bibliographic records?
	How granular is the level of searching and editing a heading?

	UNIMARC authority records
	Does Alma support UNIMARC authority records?

	Local authority records
	Does Alma support local authority records?
	Can a new authority record be derived from a heading in a bibliographic record?
	Is it possible to define whether to overlay an existing authority record with a newly imported record?
	Can local authority records be globally updated?
	What is the priority of authority display when both local and global authority records are used?

	Multilingual Authorities
	Does Alma support the concept of multilingual authorities?


